A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Reformation, nearly three centuries before. Before Wesley
Whitefield had set the example, but it was Wesley's extraordinary
industry and his power of organization and of influencing and
controlling other men which were the prime factors. Through
all the later part of a long life (1703-91) he preached to great
multitudes, especially of the poor. A clergyman of the Church
of England, he never consented to separate himself from that
body, though he had to depend upon laymen for ministers and
was treated by his own communion with hostility. It was in
spite of him that the movement became a dissenting one, known,
from an earlier title, as Methodist. It had a very great effect,
not only in producing this special body, which had 100,000 adult
communicants before Wesley's death—a proportion answering
to, say, half a million of the present population—but even
more a leavening effect throughout the body of Protestantism
in England, producing in it that evangelical movement which
remained its chief characteristic for three generations.
 (2)	Agriculture.   English agriculture was also taking on a new
and superior character.   Better methods, new crops, and a new
rotation thereof, the taking up of waste land, the enclosure of
the commons—all these increased the nation's resources in food
and supplied the rapidly increasing population.   Here also the
beginnings had come long before, but the fruit of those begin-
nings was only now largely apparent.
 (3)	Machinery.   Lastly, the use of machinery, which has been
the chief external mark of civilization since that time, was of
English origin; and with it the use of coal.  Improved machinery
for the production of wealth in manufacture had appeared with
the new spinning jenny a few years after George Ill's accession,
and at much the same time James Watt took out his patents
(1769) which first rendered steam, the value of which as a source
of power had long been understood, not in England alone, to be
of extensive practical use.   The steam-engine rapidly developed
the industrial revolution already in progress, and placed manu-
facture, especially spinning and weaving (which had formerly
been dependent upon water-power), upon the coalfields. Mean-
while the use of coal for smelting iron (in place of the old ex-
pensive and limited production with charcoal) already known for
a century and in use in the previous generation, was more and
more widely extended.  With all this went, of course, the growth
of a new urban population:  England gradually ceased to be

